Perforce 2011.1
Getting Started with P4V

October 2011




This manual copyright 2005-2011 Perforce Software.
All rights reserved.

Perforce software and documentation is available from http: //www.perforce. com. You may download and
use Perforce programs, but you may not sell or redistribute them. You may download, print, copy, edit, and
redistribute the documentation, but you may not sell it, or sell any documentation derived from it. You may not
modify or attempt to reverse engineer the programs.

Perforce programs and documents are available from our Web site as is. No warranty or support is provided.
Warranties and support, along with higher capacity servers, are sold by Perforce Software.

Perforce Software assumes no responsibility or liability for any errors or inaccuracies that may appear in this book.
By downloading and using our programs and documents you agree to these terms.

Perforce and Inter-File Branching are trademarks of Perforce Software. Perforce software includes software
developed by the University of California, Berkeley and its contributors.

All other brands or product names are trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective companies or
organizations.




Table of Contents

Basic CONCEPLS. ..ottt 5
Connecting t0 @ SEIVET .......coouiiiiiiiiiiiiciciicc e 6
Navigating the Main Screen..........c.oooieiiiiiiiiiiccc 8
Setting up your WOrkSpace ..ot 9
Managing your Files ... 11
Getting files from the depot.......cccooiiiiiiiiciiiccecccccceeeenes 11
Checking out files from the depot ..o 12
Editing files in your Workspace ..........cccccocueuoiimieiiiiiiciciecc 12
Diffing files to view your edits..........cccooeeiiioiiiiiiiiiic, 13
Discarding edits by reVerting ..........ccccoouviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccnes 13
Checking your edits into the depot ..., 14
Displaying a file’s revision hiStory ..........c.cccccceeeiieniiiinccicccens 15
Graphical Reporting Tools..........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiecean 15
Viewing file revisions as a diagram...........c.cocoeoreieioiiiceiiiiinieiccee 16
Browsing file revisions using Time-lapse View .........c.c.cccccoeeiiireininnnne, 17
Displaying folder history using the folder diff tool.........cc.ccccceeienenine. 17
VIeWINE Streams ........ccovviviiiiiiiiiiiiiccicc s 19
Important and Useful Features...........c.ccccocciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccecceenes 20
TOOIHPS. ..ttt 20
Drag and drop........cociiciei 20
File VIEWS ..o 21
Undocking tabs..........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccce e 22
Setting Preferences ... 22
Migrating from PAWIN ........c.cooooiiiii e, 23
INEXE SEEPS ..ottt 26

Perforce 2011.1 Getting Started with P4V



Table of Contents

4 Perforce 2011.1 Getting Started with P4V



Getting Started with P4V

P4V, the Perforce Visual client, is Perforce’s cross-platform graphical user interface. You
can use P4V on Windows, Macintosh, UNIX and Linux computers and benefit from an
identical interface regardless of platform. This introductory guide provides some Perforce
basics and an orientation to P4V’s layout and features. For more details about P4V,
consult its online help. To learn more about Perforce, consult the user documentation on
our Web site.

To use Perforce to manage files, you typically connect to a Perforce server using a client
program like P4V. P4V enables you to check files in and out, and perform the various
other necessary tasks. The following sections tell you how to perform basic tasks and
point out powerful features and shortcuts.

Basic Concepts

P4V connects your computer to a Perforce server to move files between Perforce depots and
your workspace, as shown below.

Workspaces store ..your computer, ..the Perforce Server ...depots, repositories
local copies of files running P4V, which  on a central server of files under
on... connects to... machine, which Perforce control
manages...
£ =
%
El[——n 7 |
] % % % (client application) (server)
(workspace) (depot)

The definitions for these Perforce terms are as follows:

* Workspace: folders or directories on the client computer where you work on revisions
of files that are managed by Perforce.

¢ Client application: P4V (or another Perforce client application), running on your
computer, sending commands to the Perforce server and receiving results (files, status
information, and so on).
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Connecting to a Server

e Server: the program that executes the commands sent by client programs, maintains
depot files, and tracks the state of workspaces. The Perforce Server typically runs on a
central machine, connected to client machines by the network.

¢ Depot: a file repository on the Perforce server. It contains all existing versions of all files
ever submitted to the server. There can be multiple depots on a single server. The
examples in this guide show a single depot.

Connecting to a Server

To gain access to your depots, you must connect to a server. The first time you launch
P4V, the Connection Setup Wizard (Macintosh: Connection Setup Assistant) guides you
through the process of configuring a connection, during which you specify the server,
user, and workspace. To launch the wizard /assistant in subsequent sessions, choose
Connection > Set Up Connection...

Alternately, you can configure connection settings on a single dialog, as follows:

1. Launch P4V. P4V displays the following connection dialog:

Open Connection

4 B 5 a = 's = g
Type in connection settings or choose a recent or favorite connection: | Connections v
e

Server: play:4445 (" Browse... )
User: bruno ( Browse... ) [ New.. )
. . f ( A E |
Workspace: bruno_jam_main [ Browse... | [ New... )
. : i »° " A 3
zShow dialog at startup [ Help ) [ Cancel ) ( 0K )

Version: Perforce Visual Client/MACOSX105U/2011.1.MAIN/323440
y

2. Specify the following settings (your Perforce administrator can provide you with this
information)

¢ Server: the name of the computer where your Perforce server is running.
e Port: the port number assigned to the server

e User: your Perforce user name

e Password: your Perforce user password, if required.

e Workspace: the name of your client workspace.

To display a list of existing users and workspaces, click Browse. (The server and
port must be specified before clicking Browse.)
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Connecting to a Server

If you have incorrectly specified a server setting, P4V displays a message like the

following:

Connect to server failed; check $P4PORT.
TCP connect to bigserver failed.
bigserver: host unknown.

3. To connect, click OK. P4V displays its main screen, as shown in the following figure.
play:4445, bruno

3 Bk 2a4a0BRLIHEE @20

% o& @A B RS
/liam/ -] .
72 Depot B2 Workspace B 7 2 Files | A Pending & Sweams (@) Submited = [ Workspaces 4 What's New @
['E bruno_jam_main 3

> % jam What's New in P4V

Here are some of the major features, minor enhancements, and fixes in this release. For

details, consult the P4V release notes.

. Release 2010.2

» Performance Improvements
= Idle refresh timeout
= Performance settings can be centralized or overridden using the Perforce

JavaScript API

= Productivity Enhancements
= Improved support for finding the differences between two labels
= Easier workspace view and template management

» Multi-select draa-and-droo of files to external apolications

22 Log (&) Dashboard @ @
Workspace folder: | /Users/tonyc/Perforce/bruno_jam_main ] @,
Tasks: No tasks available Folder status: All files are at the latest revision.
Changelist Potential Conflict Date Submitted  Submitted By Description
No Items F..
i
v
P

The next section describes the main screen panes.
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Navigating the Main Screen

Navigating the Main Screen

The following figure points out the panes and important features of the main screen. To see
what a button or screen element does, hold the mouse cursor over it. P4V displays a
descriptive tooltip.

jmj N N N RN N o RS- W W J<-—m. Toolbar buttons
. u ST T T ) i SWitCh anes
Left pane displays e © What's New in P4V P

files and folders in

depot and workspace g ~———— Right pane
ized or overridden using the Perforce diSplays detaﬂs
: about selected
- objects

Log pane lists server commands;
Dashboard shows status and task shortcuts
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Setting up your workspace

Setting up your workspace

Your Perforce administrator can do this for you, but it’s advisable to learn a few important
aspects of configuring your workspace, specifically (1) configuring the client root

directory and (2) configuring the client view.

To define a workspace, choose Connection > New Workspace.... and, when prompted,
enter a name for the workspace. To edit your current workspace specification, choose

Connection > Edit Current Workspace...

P4V displays the specification details in the lower portion of the right pane; for example:

—J Warkspace: bruno_jam_main (play:4445, bruno)

Basic  Advanced |

Workspace name: bruno_jam_main

Workspace root:  /Users/tonyc/Perforce/bruno_jam_main

Stream: | main (//jam/main) [ C

¥ Workspace Mappings:

To edit these mappings, you must edit the stream's path configuration

( Browse... )
\ CTOWES.

—
Browse...

B 4

Depot Tree
2 depot
& gwt
\g& gwt-dynatable
g8 HR
22 jam
i pb
E Perforce
i3 system

Client Expression

| emp——
([ Help ) [ Apply )

-

| — . ———
[ Cancel [ oK

Root: specifies the location
on your computer under
which Perforce stores
copies of depot files. Specify
a meaningful name, and
make sure it’s not set to
your computer’s root
directory!

Workspace Mappings:
enables you to restrict the
depot files to which you
have access. Set the view to
ensure that you see only
what you need to see.
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Setting up your workspace

To display and set the client view graphically, click the Basic tab. Browse to desired files
and folders and context-click to include them or exclude them from the workspace
mappings, as shown in the following figure.

amn =) Workspace: bruno_ws (play:4445, bruno)

Basic = Advanced |

Workspace name: bruno_ws

Workspace root: c:\p4demoroot\workspaces\bruno_ws (" Browse... |
Stream: L] [ Browse... )

¥ Workspace Mappings:
4 2 ¥ 83

Depot Tree Client Expression
+ | depot J/bruno_ws/...
g awt
= gwt-d
i HR Remove
£Jam nelude Files

& pl ;

3 perfor Exclude Files

2l syster  |nclude Special...
Exclude Special...

Refresh 'depot’

{ A £ B Y ——
( Help ) [ Apply ) | Cancel |

e
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Managing your Files

Managing your Files

To manage files using Perforce, you typically perform the following sequence of tasks:
1.  Get files from the depot.

2. Check out files you need to edit.

3. Edit files.

4. Check in your changes.

The following sections provide details about these and other common file management
tasks.

Getting files from the depot
To copy files from the depot to your workspace:
1. In the left pane, click the Depot tab.
2. Browse to the folder or file you want to retrieve.

3. Context-click the file or folder. To get the most recent version, choose Get Latest
Revision. To get an older version, choose Get Revision... and specify the version you
want.

In the Log pane, P4V displays a message like the following.

p4 sync //depot/Misc/manuals/...#head

//depot/Misc/manuals/recommended configuration.doc added c:\p4cli
ents\bruno-1492\Misc\manuals\recommended configuration.doc

//depot/Misc/manuals/triggers.doc added c:\p4clients\bruno-
1492\Misc\manuals\triggers.doc

//depot/Misc/manuals/vendor branches.doc added c:\p4clients\bruno
-1492\Misc\manuals\vendor branches.doc

Sync copied 3 files to workspace (including 3 that were added)

Sync removed no files from workspace
Sync completed with no warnings or errors.

In the left pane, note that the files display green dots, indicating that they are present in
your workspace: g Before you can edit the file, however, you must check it out.
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Managing your Files

Checking out files from the depot

To check out a file in your workspace:
1. Browse to the desired file in the left pane Depot tab.
2. Context-click the file and choose Check Out.

In the Log pane, P4V displays a message like the following:

p4 edit //bruno-1492/Misc/manuals/recommended_configuration.doc
//depot/Misc/manuals/recommended configuration.doc#l - opened for
edit

Opened 1 files for edit

In the left pane, note that the file displays a red check mark, indicating that you checked it
out: "Ia

Note that, when you check out a file, Perforce adds it to a changelist, which is a list of
related files. You can use changelists to group related files, for example, all files that
contain changes required to implement a new product feature. To view the changelist,
choose View > Pending Changelists or click in the toolbar.

Now you're ready to edit your files.

Editing files in your workspace

To edit a checked-out file, double-click it (or context-click it and choose Open With, then
select the desired application). P4V launches the corresponding editing application. Make
changes and save the file.

To select an application with which to open a file, choose File>Open With>Choose
Application. Note that you can configure editors on the Preferences dialog Editors tab.

12
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Managing your Files

Diffing files to view your edits

To enable you to see what changes you’ve made, you can compare (diff) your edited file
with the version you checked out. To diff, context-click the checked-out file in the left
pane and choose Diff Against Have Revision. P4V launches the diff tool, displaying the
differences between the two files. For example:

command.c#1 and command.c#2

B lEH T Dol e LS R = B sl
1 diffs (lgnore line ending differences) Tab spacing: 4 | Encoding: Systermn
F fjamidev2 3 fsrc/command.c#1 (=] Jtjamjdev2 3 fsrc/command.c#2
LIST"  SXshall; MO *cmd = (CMD *Imallac( sizeaf{ CMD 3 J;
int len; ovd->rule = rule;
cwd->shell = shell;
M0 *omd = (CMD *)malloc( sizeof{ CMD 3 J;
. lol_init( &emd->args ;
omd-—»rule = rule; lol_edd{ Bowd->args, targets J;
omd->shell = shell; lol_odd{ Bowd »args, sources J;
lol imit{ &cmd-=args J; len = war_string( rule->actions. cwd->buf. CMDBUF, Bcmd->ar
1ol _odd{ &cwd->args, targets J;
1ol _odd{ &cwd->args, sources J; ifC len < @ 3
len = wer_string( rule-sactions, ced >buf, CMDBUF, &cmd-=ar " printf¢ “fatal error: %s command block oo long (max %
rule->nome, CMDBUE 3;
iFC Ten <@ ) exit( EXITBAD 3;
primtf{ "fatal arror: ¥z commaond block tos lang (max %d .
rule-=nome, CMDEUF 3; if{ Ichain ) chain = cmd;
exit( EXITBAD 33 else choin->tail-snext = comd;
¥ chain->tail = cmd;
ovd->next = @;
if{ tchein ) chain = cmd;
else choin->tail->next = amd; return chaing
chain->tail = cmd; }
ovd-snext = B
e
return choing * cmd_free(d - free a CHMD
} =
’” woid
* cmd_free() - free a CMD ovd_freal cmd 3
. o semd;
woid i lol_free( &cmd->args J;
omd_free( cwd 3 14 md ozshell 3

M Scmd s freel Cchar *)cmd 3;
lol_free( &cmd-=args 3; ¥
C

&1}(

freef chor *Ycmd Y: T
SpE=

Discarding edits by reverting
If you decide you want to discard your changes:

1. Context-click the file in the left pane and choose Revert. P4V displays a warning
dialog.

2. Click OK. In the Log pane, P4V displays a message like the following:

p4 revert //depot/Misc/manuals/recommended configuration.doc
revert complete. 1 file affected.
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Managing your Files

Checking your edits into the depot
To check your changed file into the depot, perform the following steps.

1. Display pending changelists: click A in the toolbar. PAV displays a list of pending
changelists, as shown in the following figure. To display the files in a changelist,

expand it

A.0F A Pending Changelists (play:4445, bruno)

B Filter: User is bruno and Workspace is bruno_jam_main 2 matches 1B, %
Change A | User Description .

A default  bruno <enter description here>

» A 12028  bruno Fix bug 1233

Change: User: W
Date: Status:
Workspace: Access type: :
Edit

o 4

2. Double-click the changelist in which your file is open. P4V displays the details, as

shown in the following figure.
slele A Submit Changelist: default

¥ Write a changelist description:
Fix bug 1233

¥ Choose files to submit:

= Name 4 | In Folder Resolve Status | Kind Pending /
Y Build.com //jam/dev2.... Document edit 1
“B Build.m... //iam/dev2.... Document edit
“B comma... [/jam/dev2.... C Source File  edit
“B comma... //jam/dev2.... C Header So... edit
“B compile.c //jam/dev2.... C Source File  edit
“B compile.h //jam/dev2.... C Header So... edit
“B execcm... [ljam/dev2.... C Header So... edit
“B execma... [[jam/dev2.... C Source File  edit
“B execuni.. [[jam/dev2.... C Source File  edit
“B execvm... [ljam/dev2.... C Source File  edit
“B expand.c //jam/dev2.... C Source File edit .
“B expand.h /ljam/dev2.... C Header So... edit v
On submit: | Submit all selected files 4| ] Check out submitted files after submit
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Graphical Reporting Tools

3.  Enter a description explaining the changes you made and click Submit. The Log
pane displays a message confirming that your changelist was submitted, similar to

the following.

Change 813 submitted.
submit complete. 1 file affected.

Displaying a file’s revision history

To view the changes made to a file or folder, context-click the file or folder and choose File
History or Folder History. The history for the selected file or folder is displayed in the
right pane. For example, the following figure shows the history of a folder, listing every

submitted changelist that affected a file in the folder.

(2} File History

Revision = Changelist ke Submitt, ubmitted B Filetype Description
& Jidepot]1am/MATNsrcjcompile.c

E 619 11f1zfz0... earl bext Fix jam's handling of empty {} blocks so that it can recognise
@ 602 10/30/20... earl text 05/2 client port of mainline,

ﬁ =l 10fz4/z0... earl bext Jam's local variables can now be initialized.

@ 550 Q5/2001... earl bext Fix up compiler warnings from -wall in jam,

ﬁ 549 Q512001 ... eatl text Finally, fix the jam include bug, using the parser scheme that
@ 340 6J5/2000... earl bext Concurrent process support for MT,

# 331 5i231200... earl text Mave jam debug levels around.

@ 313 Si13/200... earl bext First half of suppart For binding wariables in actions: the

@ 284 4j19/200... earl text Support For mulkiple 1's on jam rule invocation and access to the
@ 277 4j2f2000... earl bext Suppart For ‘local’ declarations in jam.

g =2 3{19/200... earl text Jam support For " ${&Y in $(B)".

@ 265 3i8f2000... earl bext Jam parting fixes For sund,

g =62 352000, earl text Compare all elements in jam 'iF* statement.

ﬁ 245 Zilfzo00... earl bext Suppart Far turning on a single debug level with -d in jam.

@ 185 Q297199 earl text Fixed wild little Jam bug that trashed variable settings if

ﬁ 137 Sizf1999... earl bext Get all Function declarations.

| 9120 3911999, earl text Leaves instead of gale,

ﬁ 593 Zi16/199 . earl text Whdir rule. NOUPDATE rule.

= 770 Zj311999... earl text Galew,

# 669 2i2f1999 . earl text Mew ALWAYS rule. Changed -t.

o 563 1j23{199... earl text EXIT.

[ 430 1107199 earl text Copyright info.

Graphical Reporting Tools

H. & E

P4V includes several valuable graphical reporting tools:

¢ Revision Graph: displays a diagram that shows the evolution of a selected file,

including files related by branching operations.

¢ Time-lapse View: shows how the contents of a selected text file changed from revision
to revision. You can easily sweep through revision ranges to locate passages of interest

and see when they were created and how they changed.

¢ Folder diff tool: enables you to see how the contents of a folder changed.

The following sections provide more details about these tools.

Perforce 2011.1 Getting Started with P4V
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Graphical Reporting Tools

Viewing file revisions as a diagram

To display the revision diagram for a file, context-click the file in the left pane and choose
Revision Graph. P4V launches the tool, which displays a diagram like the following one.

Revision Graph - [/jam/dev2.3/src/compile.c (play:4445, bruno)

% BY 9 0! 4
T 382 8703 8704 8723 8808 8853 8883 9391 0992 9997 10003 10013 10031 10032 12020 12021
2 File Filter Tree [x] ’]
( Filter Options... ) E 3
JjamjdevR.3/src/compile.c
O dev2.3 ! 2
v @& src 1 |
) compile.c i //jam/rel2.1 fsrc/compile.
) main
"D rel2.1 1 /
"Drel2.2 | /depot/Jam/REL2.1/src /compile.c
' B rel2.3 : - :
: 1
O pb - RIS

[ Details Integrations ~ Labels = Preview ] I Navigator = Legend !

Revision: //jam/dev2.3/src/compile.c#3

Date submitted: 6/13/11 11:04 AM Changelist: 12021
Submitted by: bruno Perforce filetype: text i
Workspace: bruno_jam_main File size: 17.0 KB
Action: edit

Description: ef

~

This diagram shows you when the file was created and how it was branched, and enables
you to view details about each version submitted to the depot and navigate through the
graph using the navigation map. For more details about the information displayed in the
revision graph, consult P4V online help.

16
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Graphical Reporting Tools

Browsing file revisions using Time-lapse View

To browse the changes made to a text file, context-click the file in the left pane and choose
Time-lapse View. P4V launches the utility, which displays a screen like the following one.

Time-lapse View - //depot/main/p4-web/Jamrules (perforce:1666, tonyc)

“  Mode: [Incremental diffs & | = Content range: 27 to 28 [2] Scale: [Revisions BN-W |

271028

2 # phoved Jarrules,
# 0 not put anything in this file: ol rules go in p4/Jarrules.

2 -
2 SubDir ALLPH ph-veb ;
1
% >
2 ¥ Set. PADOC, PAEBNALDIR
5 38 me—t roistene s SOOTIR 943 1

{ starting revision D Ending revision:

(Details Integrations _ Labels - (Details Integrations  Labels -

Revision: //depot/main/p4-web/Jamrules#27 Revision: //depot/main/p4-web/Jamrules#28

Date submitted: )2 4:54 PM Changelist: 33305 Date submitted: 10:10 AM Changelist: 33320

Submitted by: seiwald Perforce filetype: text Submitted by: seiwald  Perforce filetype: text

Workspace: seiwald-2 File size: 0.4 KB Workspace: thin File size: 0.3 KB

Action: edit Action: edit

Description:  Move p4-web/pd-ftp Jamrules o)
contents into pé/Jamrules, so
that the outlying Jamrules are
minimal.

Description: - Rewrite jam's SubDir rule to allow ()
multiple roots, and use
those multiple roots to support
building p4, p4-ftp, and pd-web
in one throw using the new pd-

<> <4 Slider: move to sweep

through revisions

Change detail: shows
text that has been
added, changed, or
deleted in a revision

Using Time-lapse View, you can sweep through all revisions of the file using the slider,
noting when changes were made and who made them. Again, for details, consult P4V

online help.

Displaying folder history using the folder diff tool

The folder diff tool enables you to see how the contents of a folder have changed: which
files have been added, changed, or deleted. To view changes to a folder:

1. Context-click the folder in the left pane Depot or Workspace tab and choose Folder
History. In the right pane, P4V lists changelists that affected the folder, for example:

3 Files O works...

Description

A Pending 2 Streams & subm... i whar'

2 History

Revision (Char v Date Submitted  Submitted By

21 4554 11/14/08 7:... Joe_Coder Implement nightly build

21 4404 11/2/08 2:4... Aruna_Cupta Image changes from rell.0 to main

4 4402 11/2/08 2:4... Aruna_Gupta Additional colours

21 4401 11/2/08 2:4... Aruna_Gupta More image adjustments

71 4400 11/2/08 2:4... Aruna_Gupta Following Team meeting - attempting to change the ...
21 4395 11/2/08 2:3... Aruna_Gupta Initial image file for eimage.class May need to be re-...
4 4310 10/24/08 8:... Joe_Coder Implement automated build

4 2005 11/21/07 1.... Joe_Coder Added Ant Build capability for main using labels

=)

2. Todisplay the changes that occurred between two revisions of a folder, drag and

drop one of the revisions on the other.

Perforce 2011.1 Getting Started with P4V
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Graphical Reporting Tools

P4V displays the changes as shown in the following figure. This example shows that,
between the selected revisions, a file was edited and checked in. File highlights are color-
coded to indicate additions, changes, and deletions. Expand folders and scroll to locate
changes of interest. To skip to the next or previous change, click the right and left arrows.

Click these arrows to browse changes.

[ NeNe! Folder Diff (play:4445, bruno)
& 0 & nimlniz?g E. 0

Path: 2/main-dev/...(@changelist 4395) Unique files: 0

] Unique files: 1 [ File differences: 1

Path: :/main-dev/...(@changelist 4554) Unique files: 1

3 //depot/Talkhouse/main-dev 3 //depot/Talkhouse/main-dev
build build
2 jar 4 jar
[# build.properties#1 @ build.properties# 1
[# build.xml#1 [# build.xmi# 1
[# p4.build.properties#1 r 0 .cmd#1

[# Talkhouse.build.log#1 & p4.build.properties#1

[ Details Labels | Preview | ’ [ Details i Labels  Preview |
Revision: Revision: 1-dev/build/nightlybootstrap.cmd#1
Date submitted: Changelist: Date submitted: 7:23 AM Changelist: 4554
Submitted by: Perforce filetype: Submitted by: e_Coder Perforce filetype: xtext
Workspace: File size: Waorkspace: imigrate File size: 2.2 KB
Action: Action: add
Description: Description:

Implement nightly build
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Viewing Streams

Viewing Streams

Perforce streams are “branches with brains,” a containerized approach to managing
bodies of related files such as codelines. If your organization uses streams, you'll see

streams depots in the Depot pane. Streams depots look like this: [g&. To display the

streams in the depot:
1. Click the Streams toolbar button: @& . The Streams tab is displayed.

2. Todisplay a diagram of the stream hierarchy, choose the graph view:

3. Choose the streams depot that you want to view. P4V displays the stream graph,
which shows the parent/child relationships and status of the streams; for example:

fanOo & Streams (play:4445, bruno)
TS Depot is jam H. &
dh rel2.1 dh rel2.2 dh rel2.3
1 1 1
—
1
|
= |
« main |
|
|
|
|
. |
h4Y |
@ dev23 & +
v
o v

For detailed information about streams in P4V, consult the online help. For general
information, see Introducing Perforce, the P4 User’s Guide and the Perforce Command
Reference.

Perforce 2011.1 Getting Started with P4V
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Important and Useful Features

Important and Useful Features

Among the many features provided by P4V, the following are especially useful:

¢ Tooltips: to get more information about an object, place your mouse cursor over it. P4V
displays a popup dialog containing more details.

¢ Drag and drop: P4V includes numerous drag and drop shortcuts for common
operations.

e File views: P4V enables you to preview graphics files using thumbnails.

¢ Tear off windows: to create a separate window displaying a specification you want to
keep on display, you can tear it off.

The following sections provide more details.

Tooltips

P4V provides tooltips for many objects on the screen. For example, to display the status of
a file, hold the mouse cursor over the file in the left pane. P4V displays a tooltip like the
following one.

28 Files A Pending B sub... Q Wor.

MName .
“E cookies.txt

g2 Jamfile

j I cookies.txt

damrulies

P4Weh.sln checked out in default changelist

PAW b. latest revision of file (#3 of 3)
eb.vcprg

Size: 676 Bytes

Another example: to display a changelist description, click @ in the toolbar and hold the
mouse cursor over the changelist in the right pane. There are tooltips for all the P4V
buttons, too.

Drag and drop

P4V provides drag and drop shortcuts for common tasks. Drag and drop can simplify
operations on large groups of files. For example, to check out all the files in a folder, drag
the folder to a changelist. To diff two files, drag one to the other. For details about drag
and drop shortcuts, refer to the P4V online help.
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Important and Useful Features

File views

If you use Perforce to manage graphics files, P4V’s thumbnail views enable you to
preview the files. To display thumbnails, click the Files tab in the right pane, then select
the desired thumbnail size from the title bar.

Lizt - @

Large Thumbnail [160=160]
b edium Thurmbnail [120:120]
v Small Thurmbnail [30+30]

P4V displays thumbnails as shown in the following example.

& Files A Pending £ Submitted 2 workspaces 59 Jjobs ) History H. &

i
N
clear_filter.png filter_tree.png grab_bits.png grab_mask.png r

N n
"y B
hand_bits.png hand_mask.png revision_circle
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Undocking tabs

To keep a tab open, you can undock it. For example, context-click a file and choose File
History, then choose Window > Undock Tab. P4V opens a separate window for it, as
shown in the following figure.

<) History (play:4445, bruno)

//jam/dev2.3/src/command.c l] G 8. B.
Revision Changelist Date Submitted Submitted By Filetype Description
v“B //jam/dev2.3/src/command.c

3 12015 6/7/11 11:2... bruno text Bug fixes

2 10020 1/7/11 7:00... Joe_Coder text Joe's 2.3 enhancements

41 10003 1/5/11 7:00... bruno text Seeding Jam 2.3 dev stream

[ Details Integrations ~ Labels = Preview ]

Revision: //jam/dev2.3/src/command.c#3

Date submitted: 6/7/11 11:29 AM Changelist: 12015
Submitted by: bruno Perforce filetype: text
Workspace: bruno_jam_main File size: 1.7 KB
Action: edit

Description: Tast

©
= v

To restore it to the main window, choose Window > Dock Window.

Setting Preferences

To configure P4V, edit its preferences (Mac: P4V > Preferences, Windows: File >
Preferences). The Editor tab enables you to associate applications with file types,
overriding any operating system associations. The Diff and Merge tabs enable you to
configure external applications, in case you prefer tools other than those that are bundled
with P4V.
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Migrating from P4Win

Migrating from P4Win

If you're moving from P4Win to P4V, here’s a list of equivalent operations to help you in
your transition.

P4Win Menu ltem  Menu P4V Menu ltem Menu Notes

Add to Source File Mark for Add Actions Applies only

Control... to files in the
Workspace
Tree

Annotate File... File Time-lapse View Tools Graphical
annotation
tool

Diff 2 Files, File Diff... Tools

Folders or

Revisions

Diff Client File File Diff... Tools Or context-

vs. Depot File click on file
and choose:
Diff Against
Have
Revision

Explore File Show in>Explorer  File

Integrate Using  File Integrate... Actions

Filespec or

Branchspec

Open for Delete  File Mark for Delete Actions

Open for Edit File Check Out Actions

Properties File Files in Folder View File properties
are displayed
in the Details
pane at the

bottom of the
Files in Folder

view
Remove from File Remove from Actions
Client Workspace
Rename File Rename/Move... Actions
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P4Win Menu Item

Revision
History...

View File...

Check
Consistency

Auto Resolve...

Interactively...
[Resolve]

Schedule File for

Resolve

Sync to Head
Revision

Sync...

Find File
Matching
Pattern...

Find File Under

Selected Folder...

Bookmarks

Client View of
Depot

ClientSpecs

Menu
File

File

File>More

File>Resolve

File>Resolve
File>Resolve
File>Sync
File>Sync
Edit

Edit

View

View

View

P4V Menu Item
History

Open

Reconcile Offline
Work...

Resolve...

Resolve...

Get Latest Revision
Get Latest Revision
Get Revision...
Find File...

Find File...

Bookmarks

Depot Tree

Workspaces

Menu

View

File

Actions

Actions

Actions

Actions

Actions

Actions

Edit

Edit

Tools

View

View

Notes

Alternatively
context click
on file and
choose File
History

Alternatively
context click
on file and
choose Open

Applies only
to folders in
the
Workspace
Tree

Restrict to
client view by
choosing:
View>Filter
Depot>Tree
Restricted to
Workspace
View
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P4Win Menu ltem  Menu P4V Menu ltem Menu Notes
Describe (any Go To... Edit Navigate
specification directly to
menu) desired
specification

Entire Depot View Depot Tree View Show the
entire depot
by choosing:
View>Filter
Depot>Entire
Depot Tree

Local View of View Workspace Tree View

Client Tree

Show Deleted View Show Deleted View>Filter

Depot Files Depot Files Depot

Favorite Settings Favorite Connection

Connections Connections

Logout Settings Log Off Connection

Options... Settings Preferences... Edit

Port Client User  Settings Open Recent Connection

History

Switch Port Settings Open Connection... Connection

Client User...

Set Password for User Change Password... Connection

(current user)...

View Users User Administration Tools Superusers
can manage
users and
groups from
within P4V
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Next Steps

Next Steps

This guide helps you to start working with files using P4V and points out important basic
features, but P4V enables you to do much more: create jobs, branch groups of files, and
handle file conflicts that arise in team development settings.

Perforce administrators can perform administrative operations by choosing Tools >
Administration. Using the Administration tool, superusers can manage users and groups,
and their access to files and folders within the depot. Some administrative functions must
still be performed using the Perforce command-line client (p4). For details, see the Perforce
Command Reference and the Perforce System Administrator’s Guide.

To become expert with P4V:

¢ Consult the P4V online help and read the Perforce user documentation available from
the Perforce Web site.

e Use tooltips.

¢ Pay attention to the file icons and decorations in the left pane. The decorations and
icons display a great deal of information about the type and status of a file.

e Start reading the Log pane.
e Learn drag and drop shortcuts to simplify operations on large sets of files.
e Use P4V views and filtering features to enable you to selectively display information.

To get the whole picture, read the P4V online help, Introducing Perforce and the Perforce
System Administrator’s Guide. The guides, which are available from the Perforce web site,
describe the full set of features that the Perforce Server provides. Perforce Technical
Support is always ready to help you, and there’s a thriving community of Perforce users
active on the perforce-user mailing list. Consult our web site for details.

26 Perforce 2011.1 Getting Started with P4V



	Table of Contents
	Getting Started with P4V
	Basic Concepts
	Connecting to a Server
	Navigating the Main Screen
	Setting up your workspace
	Managing your Files
	Getting files from the depot
	Checking out files from the depot
	Editing files in your workspace
	Diffing files to view your edits
	Discarding edits by reverting
	Checking your edits into the depot
	Displaying a file’s revision history

	Graphical Reporting Tools
	Viewing file revisions as a diagram
	Browsing file revisions using Time-lapse View
	Displaying folder history using the folder diff tool

	Viewing Streams
	Important and Useful Features
	Tooltips
	Drag and drop
	File views
	Undocking tabs
	Setting Preferences

	Migrating from P4Win
	Next Steps



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


